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Abstract

This research aims to understand the dynamics of socio-economic transformation occurring within the farming communities in
the Gowa Regency. Through a qualitative approach, we analyze significant changes in the lifestyle, livelihoods, and social
interactions of farmers. Data collection methods involve in-depth interviews with community members, direct field
observations, and analysis of relevant documents. The research findings indicate that the socio-economic transformation in the
farming communities of Gowa Regency is influenced by internal and external factors. Internal factors include changes in
mindset and values within the community, while external factors involve government policies, agricultural technology, and

market dynamics. These changes have significant impacts on the sustainability of farmers' livelihoods and social relationships

within the community.
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INTRODUCTION
The Gowa Regency has a history and economic

structure based on traditional agriculture. Changes in
consumption patterns, technology, and the global
market have exerted pressure on farming communities
to adapt. The farming tradition in Gowa Regency is
rooted in practices passed down from generation to
generation. Changes in societal consumption patterns
and market needs can create pressure for farmers to
alter their production methods. Additionally, climate
change has occurred, significantly impacting the
agricultural sector. Rising temperatures, changes in
rainfall patterns, and other extreme weather phenomena
can threaten agricultural productivity, necessitating
farmers to change their methods.

Another issue faced by farming communities in
Gowa Regency is the conversion of agricultural land to
residential land. This occurs due to the development
associated with urbanization. Urban growth and land
limit available agricultural land.
Farmers in Gowa Regency are currently under pressure

conversion can

to adapt to changes in land wuse. Furthermore,

technological ~ advancements  and  agricultural

knowledge can enhance productivity. However,
farmers face limitations in accessing the technology
and education required to adopt modern farming
practices.

The farming communities in the Gowa Regency
issues. Market

are confronted with complex

fluctuations and agricultural commodity prices also
significantly affect farmers' income. These factors can
create economic uncertainty for the farming
communities in Gowa Regency. A better understanding
of the market and diversification of agricultural
ventures is crucial for farmers to withstand changes in
prices addition to

uncertainty, market fluctuations also impact social

and market conditions. In
changes, such as shifts in cultural values and even
changes in social structure. Changes in cultural values
and social structure can affect how farmers manage
land and resources. Appropriate methods are needed to
integrate traditional farming practices effectively in the
context of social change, or conversely, ways to
facilitate adaptation to new values (Tuwu et al., 2021).
Therefore, government policies related to
agriculture and economic development in the region are
highly necessary, as they can directly impact the socio-
economic transformation of farming communities.
These policies can be implemented to influence the
daily lives of farmers. Agriculture plays a crucial role
in the social and economic structure of Gowa Regency.
Over time, the farming communities in this area have
undergone complex transformations. This research
seeks to understand the dynamics of these changes and
identify influencing factors. By comprehending socio-
economic transformations, we can develop policies that
support sustainable development in the Gowa Regency.
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METHODS

This research employs a qualitative approach with
data collection techniques such as in-depth interviews,
direct field observations, and document analysis.
Research participants were purposively selected,
consisting of members of the farming community
representing various societal layers and age groups.
The data were analyzed using a thematic approach to
identify patterns of changes that occurred (Ningi,

2022).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The significant changes in the livelihood patterns

of farmers in the Gowa Regency are reflected in the
adoption of modern agricultural technology. The use of
advanced farming equipment and new production
techniques enhances efficiency and productivity. While
this brings benefits in increasing production, some
traditional farmers face challenges in adapting to these
changes. Therefore, the results of this research reveal
several key points related to the socio-economic
transformation in the farming community in Gowa
Regency as follows
Agricultural Technology Adoption

The adoption of agricultural technology in the
Gowa Regency has created a significant revolution in
the dynamics of the socioeconomic transformation of
the farming community. This region, previously known
for conventional farming practices, has entered a new
era by
agricultural practices.

With the adoption of agricultural technology,

integrating modern technology into its

farmers in Gowa Regency have undergone significant
changes in their economic aspects. The implementation
of modern technologies such as soil sensors, irrigation
automation, and agricultural monitoring systems allows
farmers to substantially improve their productivity.
Better and more efficient agricultural yields open doors
to improved marketing and added value to agricultural
products, thereby increasing farmers' income (Nurs
Sarmila & Arda, 2023).

In addition to the positive economic impact, the
adoption of agricultural technology has also brought
about social changes within the farming community.
education on

Training and agricultural

technologies broaden the insights and skills of farmers,

new

providing them with the confidence and knowledge
needed to face modern agricultural challenges.
Collaborations among farmers are also on the rise,

creating a stronger and more competitive community
(Hendra et al., 2023).

This social transformation has also influenced
lifestyle patterns and habits within society. Farmers
adopting agricultural technology engage in sustainable
and environmentally friendly farming practices,
creating awareness of the importance of environmental
conservation  within the farming community
(Syarifudin & Najmi, 2023). The impact of socio-
economic transformation on the environment also
needs to be considered. The adoption of modern
agricultural technology can bring benefits in terms of

efficiency improvement but may also pose
environmental problems if not managed wisely.
Therefore, policies supporting sustainable and

environmentally friendly farming practices need to be
implemented.
Government Policy Impact

The success of socio-economic transformation is
heavily influenced by government policies. A thorough
discussion of the positive and negative impacts of
existing policies is crucial. Policy changes that support
innovation and empowerment of farmers will help
minimize inequality and enhance the well-being of
farming communities. Gowa Regency, as one of the
fertile agricultural areas in Indonesia, becomes a focal
point in understanding the government's policy impact
on the dynamics of socio-economic transformation
within farming communities. Government policies play
a central role in shaping the economic development
patterns and social structures of farmer communities in
this region (Nurhaedah et al., 2023).

The government, through agricultural policies,
agrarian reforms, and economic development
programs, establishes the foundation for changes in the
daily lives of farmers in Gowa Regency. These changes
encompass not only economic aspects but also involve
alterations in social interactions, consumption patterns,
and the mindset of the farming population. In an
economic context, government policies can influence
agricultural productivity, market access, and income
improvement for farmers (Suharyanto et al., 2015).
Infrastructure development programs and skills training
can also shape the economic landscape for farmers,
enabling them to adopt modern technology and
enhance production efficiency.

Social transformation is also a significant focus,
where government policies can bring about changes in
social norms, values, and interaction patterns among
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members of the farming community. For example,
education and training programs can raise awareness of
sustainable farming practices and shift societal
perspectives towards modernization. However, the
impact of government policies is not always positive
(Sukiman, 2015). A deep understanding of how these
policies affect the local social and economic structure
is crucial to mitigate potential conflicts or inequalities
that may arise. In this regard, the active role of the
government in ensuring inclusivity and fairness in the
distribution of resources and policy benefits is
paramount.

Market Dynamics

In the context of the Gowa Regency, there exists a
complex interaction between agricultural markets and
the socio-economic transformation of farmer
communities. Changes in agricultural commodity
prices, trade policies, and market access can have direct
impacts on farmers' income and the social structure of
the community. Concurrently, these changes can also
trigger transformations in consumption patterns,
education, and health within the farming community
(Septiadi et al., 2023).

Markets play a crucial role in shaping the socio-
economic transformation in farmer communities.
Market dynamics include fluctuations in agricultural
commodity prices, consumer demand, government
policies related to agriculture, and economic
globalization. Variable prices can influence farmers'
income and their ability to access necessary resources.
Moreover, markets also influence farmers' decisions
regarding diversification of business or increased
production to meet market demands (Adawiyah et al.,
2023). Shifting consumer demand towards organic or
sustainable products can encourage farmers to adopt
environmentally friendly farming practices.

In the context of socio-economic transformation,
aspects such as education, health, and access to
technology are also significantly influenced by market
dynamics. Increased farmer income can open up access
to better education and health services. Additionally,
technological developments and innovations in
agriculture can enhance production efficiency and
competitiveness within the farming community
(Bosworth, 2018).

The agricultural products produced by the
community consistently experience price changes in
the market. However, these changes are not always

positive. Sharp market fluctuations or inappropriate

government policies can have negative impacts on the
economic and social conditions of farmers (Pratama &
Hardi, 2023). Therefore, farmer communities and local
governments must collaborate in creating policies that
support economic and social sustainability at the local
level.
Social Change and Cultural Values

The dynamics of socio-economic transformation
in the farming community of Gowa Regency reflect
significant changes in their lifestyle patterns, social
structure, and cultural values. This transformation is
rooted in several
technological,

economic,
These
factors have had a significant impact on the shift in
social values within the farming community. This shift
can create internal conflicts, especially between the

factors, including
and environmental changes.

older generation holding traditional values and the
younger generation more open to change (Sugiharto &
Agustin, 2023). In this context, a comprehensive
approach is needed to facilitate dialogue and build
shared understanding so that the community can unite
in facing these changes.

The socio-economic transformation in the farming
community of Gowa Regency also affects internal
social structures. This change can influence social
interactions among community members. In some
cases, there is a noticeable increasing inequality
between farmers who quickly adopt changes and those
struggling to adapt. Therefore, fair and inclusive
actions are needed to ensure that the entire community
benefits from this transformation (Mukti et al., 2022).

The farming community in Gowa Regency is
experiencing a noticeable shift in livelihood patterns as
a result of socio-economic transformation.
Traditionally, their livelihoods were centered around
subsistence farming. However, with the advent of
modern technology and the development of the
economic sector, many farmers are shifting towards
more market-oriented and sustainable farming practices
(Al Amien & Najmi, 2023).

transformation also creates changes in the social

Socio-economic

structure of the farming community. In this context,
social mobility occurs within the farming community
in the Gowa Regency, where some successful farmers
can become community leaders or play an active role in
collective decisions. However, these changes can also
lead to economic inequality among community

members (Lekatompessy et al., 2022).
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Furthermore, these economic and social changes
also influence the cultural values of the farming
community. Traditional values associated with
agricultural life have been reinterpreted or shifted.
Increased income and access to broader markets have
also affected consumption patterns among farmers and
the surrounding community. With more consumption
choices, both from agricultural products and other
goods, the farming community is gradually changing
lifestyle and consumer preferences (Christian et al.,
2022).

Inequality in Transformation

The socioeconomic transformation
Regency has had significant impacts on the farming
communities. Unfortunately, these impacts have not

been uniform, leading to inequality in the

in Gowa

transformation process. As a result of socioeconomic
transformation, some farmers in the Gowa Regency
may have experienced increased access to modern
agricultural technology, and broader

markets. Those who can adopt new technology and

resources,

diversify their farming activities tend to reap greater
benefits. However, on the flip side, some farmers may
be left behind due to limited access or their ability to
adapt to these changes (Stroeva et al., 2015).

Inequality in the distribution of resources such as
land, capital, and technology can drive economic
polarization among farmers. Those with better access
may see an improvement in income and well-being,
while others may be marginalized and face greater
economic challenges (Maria Enresta Wonga &
Sutiknjo, 2021; Upe et al., 2021).

Furthermore, socioeconomic transformation can
also impact the social structure within farming
communities. Potential changes in social hierarchy and
shifts in economic power can create complex social
dynamics, where some groups benefit while others feel
marginalized (Chowdhury & Chakraborty, 2017).
Additionally, the impacts of socioeconomic
transformation on the farming communities in Gowa
Regency may also be reflected in changes in work
patterns and lifestyles. Technological advancements
and changes in the agricultural system may have
shifted traditional patterns, affecting how farmers work
and interact within society (Becattini, 2017).

These changes can also create inequality in access
to educational and training opportunities. Farmers with
better access to education and training related to
modern agriculture may be better prepared for changes,

while others may be left behind (Coccia & Bellitto,
2018). To address inequality in socioeconomic
transformation, it is crucial to implement policies that
support inclusivity. Empowering vulnerable farmers,
providing fair access to resources and opportunities,
and adopting a sustainable development approach can
help create a more evenly distributed positive impact
across the farming communities in the Gowa Regency.

CONCLUSION

The findings of this research on the socio-
economic transformation of farmers in the Gowa
Regency depict a complex and multidimensional
process. The adoption of technology, government
policies, and market dynamics are key factors shaping
this change. In conclusion, to achieve sustainability in
this transformation, a holistic approach involving
active participation from all stakeholders, including
farmers, the government, and other relevant parties, is
necessary. Only through such an approach can farming
communities effectively address global and local
while environmental

challenges maintaining

sustainability and socio-economic well-being.
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